GREATER NEW YORK REGIONAL CHAPTER OF THE

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SPORTS MEDICINE
CONSTITUTION and BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I

Name and Geographical Area

Section 1:  The name of the society is the Greater New York Regional Chapter of the American College of Sports Medicine.

Section 2:  The geographic area shall include: New York City; Nassau, Suffolk, Rockland, and Westchester Counties in New York State; Bergen, Essex and Hudson Counties in New Jersey.  We welcome members from surrounding areas not served by other regional chapters.

ARTICLE II

Purpose

Section 1: The purpose of this organization shall be to fulfill the objectives and purposes of the American College of Sports Medicine as appropriate at the regional level.  These are as follows:

(1) to promote and advance medical and other scientific studies dealing with the effect of sports and other physical activities on the health of human beings at various stages of life;

(2) to cooperate with other organizations, physicians, scientists and educators concerned with the same or other related specialties;

(3) to arrange mutual meetings of physicians, educators and allied scientists;

(4) to make available post-graduate education in fields related to these sciences;

(5) to initiate, promote and correlate research in these fields;

(6) to help achieve the above objectives, a newsletter, journal or proceedings will be published at least once a year.

ARTICLE III

Organization

Section 1:  The Greater New York Regional Chapter of the American College of Sports Medicine is a non-profit organization.

Section 2:  The main office of the Regional Chapter will be located in the office of the Chapter President.

Section 3:  The administration of the Regional Chapter is conducted by the Executive Committee. (See Article VI)

ARTICLE IV

Membership

Section 1:  Full membership in the Greater New York Regional Chapter of the American College of Sports Medicine is open to anyone.

Section 2:  Student membership is open to anyone providing proof of full-time student status.  

Section 3:  Full members shall be entitled to all privileges of the Regional Chapter.  Student members shall be entitled to all privileges with the exception of voting or holding elected office.

ARTICLE V

Officers

Section 1:  The officers of the Greater New York Regional Chapter of the American College of Sports Medicine shall consist of a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and a maximum of eight Members-at-large.  At-Large Members are appointed by the President. 

Section 2:  A complete slate of candidates for each office shall be proposed and then finalized on or before June 15 of an election year.  This official slate must be provided to the President at least three months prior to the election.  Official ballots will be mailed to all members of the Regional Chapter who are eligible to vote during the month of September.  Results will be announced at the annual Fall meeting of the Regional Chapter.

Section 3:  New officers shall assume the duties of their elected office on January 1st of the year following the meeting (approximately one month later).

Section 4:  The term of office for all elected officers will be three years.  Elected officers are President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.  

Section 5:  Appointed At-Large Members shall have terms of one year, with the term ending on December 31.  At-Large Members shall represent the various geographical and multidisciplinary interests of the Regional Chapter.
Section 6:  Any vacancy in the office of President shall be filled by the Vice-President.  In the event that the Vice-President vacates his position, the Executive Committee will, within one month, conduct a special election to fill the vacancy.

Section 7:  Vacancies in all other offices shall be filled by appointment of the Chapter President.  The appointee will serve until the next scheduled election.

Section 8:  The Nominating Committee shall consist of the Executive Committee and three Chapter members, appointed by the President.  The President shall designate a chairman of the nominating committee.

ARTICLE VI

Executive Committee

Section 1:  The Executive Committee shall consist of all elected officers and appointed members-at-large.  The President will serve as chairman.

Section 2:  The Executive Committee shall determine policies of the Regional Chapter, and implement such policies and conduct the business of the Regional Chapter.

ARTICLE VII

Committees

Section 1:  The President may appoint committees for various purposes.  The term of office for each committee member shall be for up to one year, with the term ending on December 31.  Committee members may be reappointed to additional terms at the discretion of the President.

Section 2:  All committees shall consist of at least three full members of the Regional Chapter, one of whom shall serve as chairman.  Student members may also serve on such committees.

Section 3:  Each committee chairman shall prepare a written annual report to be submitted to the Executive Committee one month prior to the annual Fall meeting.

ARTICLE VIII

Funds

Section 1:  The funds of the Greater New York Regional Chapter of the American College of Sports Medicine shall be derived from the annual dues collected from each member as well as from registration fees, gifts, grants, sponsorships and bequests.

ARTICLE IX

Meetings

Section 1:  An annual business meeting of the Regional Chapter shall be held in the Fall.

Section 2:  The Regional Chapter shall conduct open sessions devoted to the educational, practical or scientific aspects of sports.  Such sessions will be open to all registrants who are Regional Chapter members or student members. 

Section 3: The date and site of each Regional Chapter meeting shall be selected by the Executive Committee.  All arrangements for the Regional Chapter meeting shall be coordinated by the Executive Committee and their designees.

ARTICLE X

Amendments

Section 1:  Amendment of the constitution of the Greater New York Regional Chapter of the American College of Sports Medicine may be initiated by a proposal signed by at least 30 full members in good standing of the Regional Chapter.  The proposal shall be delivered to the President by August 1 for distribution to the full members in a mailed ballot during September.  A 2/3 affirmative vote with a minimum response of 10% of the full members is required to adopt the amendment.

ARTICLE XI

Dissolution

Section 1:  In the event that the national American College of Sports Medicine (ACSM) is dissolved, and whereas we are a Regional Chapter of this national organization, the Executive Committee shall meet within 60 days of the dissolution announcement to determine possible alternatives for the Regional Chapter and all of its assets.

ARTICLE XII

Dues

Section 1:  Annual dues cover the term from January 1 through December 31.  Membership dues will be accepted throughout the year.  

Section 2:  Dues become delinquent on March 15 at which time members will be dropped from the rolls.  Reinstatement will be made upon payment of dues.

ARTICLEs XIII

Duties of the Officers

Section 1:  The President shall preside at Executive Committee meetings and business meetings of the Regional Chapter.  The President shall be responsible for appointing committees and implementing the policies and programs of the Regional Chapter during the term of office.  In addition, the President shall be responsible for all other duties mandated by the constitution.

Section 2:  The Vice President shall, during the absence of President, assume the duties of President pro tempore and assume all other mandated duties.  The Vice President will perform all other duties and projects as requested by the President.

Section 3:  The immediate past President shall serve as an ex-officio member of the Executive Committee.  He shall serve in an advisory capacity.

Section 4:  The Treasurer shall present to the Executive Committee on an annual basis, and at other times as requested by the Executive Committee, a written statement summarizing the receipts and disbursements of the Regional Chapter.

Section 5:  The Secretary shall be responsible for recording minutes of Executive Committee meetings and the annual Regional Chapter business meeting.  

Section 6:  Members At-Large shall serve on the Executive Committee with full voting privileges.  A student member appointed as a Member At-Large shall have one vote on the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE XIV

Official Pronouncements

Section 1:  The Greater New York Regional Chapter of the American College of Sports Medicine may take an official stand on any matter which has societal significance relative to sports medicine and science.

Section 2:  A proposed official pronouncement must be submitted to the Executive Committee for approval by August 1.  Upon Executive Committee approval, the proposed official pronouncement shall be distributed to the full Regional Chapter members by mail during September.  

Section 3:  To become official, the proposed official pronouncement must be voted upon by the membership of the Regional Chapter at the annual Fall meeting.  It must be approved by two-thirds of the full Regional Chapter members attending the business meeting.
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